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_ Courtesy W. H. Brantley, Jr., “Three Capitols.” 


CAHABA 
Alabama's Early Old Capital 


CENTER OF CULTURE FOR SECTION 
WAS ANCIENT TOWN 


By E. Walter Burkhardt 
District Officer Historic American Buildings Survey 
for the State of Alabama 








The deserted village —engrossed must be the human heart that does 
not feel a quickening as he beholds it. Replete with romance are Ala- 
bama “dead towns” — Blakeley, Oak Bowery, Clairborne, St. Step- 
hens and Fort Sliddert. The streets once throbbing with life are grass 
grown, moss-bordered, shaded with century old oaks, some moss-gar- 
landed. Here and there wild butterfly bush, star-jasmine, crape- 
myrtle, mimosa, Cherokee and red ramblers bloom on in défiance of 
time. . 

The recent historic survey of Alabama carried on under auspices 
of the Department of Interior of the federal government, restirred 
the ashes of these forgotten places. For some it came too late. Noth-. 
ing was left to record other than notation of markers placed by vigi- 
lant historic societies. In others, however, visible records of the past 
were still in evidence. 

Many of these forgotten centers were the result of land grants 
and the bringing in of colonists. The majority of them are located on 
rivers. Esthetically such.a site had charm and practically was a wise 
choice since river service offered better communication with the out- 
side world than did the bridge-path, or precarious stage-coach routes... 

One can easily picture the interest that anticipation of the ar- 
rival of a stage-coach instilied, or the delight offered by the itine- 
rate peddler, but the coming of the steambeat once or twice each 
week certainly must have been the real event. When it did not swing 
around the bend, due to blown up boiler, engine trouble, or water 
being at too low ebb, keenly disappointed would be the populace of 
these inland cities. 

When the heavily charged deck guns, used instead of sirens in 
those early days, did boom forth from down the river only the “ill 
and halt” failed to run down to the landing. Probably the steam 
piano made jolly calliope music as the huge wheels churned up the 
muddy waters to angry froth. At the twilight hour or during the 
night the boat’s approach must have been quite spectacular. 

The boat officials could not have failed being aware of the 
significance of their approach. The furnaces would be stacked with 
fat pine that the towering chimnies might appear at their very 
best as they belched forth their firey flames. The windows would be 
blinking with lights. Chains would rattle and much shouting of or- 
ders would ensue as the landing was made. The children, the pick- 
aninnies must have shuddered with the immensity of the occasion as 
the boat “swung in from N’Orleans or Mobile.” The young belle 
would be all impatient to receive the pretty bonnet box or the pack- 
age that held the new ball gown in fashion with the outside world, 
while the dashing blade, outwardly composed and indifferent, pro- 
bably had plans to be the first to view the “newest jimcracks” that 
would be on display by the town’s haberdasher on the morrow. 

The greeting of new arrivals would intermingle with the fare- 
wells given for those who were taking the boat for the upstream trip.. 
With the passengers disembarked the stevedores would busy 
themselves with the freight and baggage. All the while “wooding” 
would be going on, that is unless the captain had stocked up at one. 
of the intermittent woodyards that lined the river route. The dusky 
armiy of muscular men worked fast and efficiently, often vying for 
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shouldered. 

Milburn records a humerous account of a captain who from the 
-ship’s deck called out te a smoking philosopher who sat, as a king 
upon his throne, atop a row of cordwood in his-river yard. 

“What kind of wood is that?” shouted the captain. 

“Cordwood,” came in brief. 

“How long has it been cut?” pursued the captain, wishing to 
ascertain whether or not it was dry wood. 

“Four feet,” was the prompt response. 

The vexed captain _next inquired, “What do you sell it for?” 

“Cash,” returned the chopper, replacing his corn-cob pipe in 
his mouth and smiling. benignly from his woody throne... 

When on the “dcwn-stream” trip there would be some delay 
due to cotton loading. This would often be piled up eight or 10 feet 
to the hurricane deck. Especially interesting to the stranger was cot- 
on loading when it occurred near a high bluff as at Claiborne or Sel- 
ma. The boat came to shore at the end of'a plank-way. A strong 
gang-plank would then be placed at right angles to the slide. The 
bales of cotton then shot down at a great velocity struck the plank, 
rebounded, were caught against the barricade of bales previously 
stacked to teceive same, and then like clock-work jerked into posi- 
tion by two or three Irish stevedores and pressed into openings that 
seemed of impossible size for the bulky bales. 

It is said these jolly Irishmen worked for so low a wage that 
they were less expensive than rented slaves. It was often the custom 
to employ them where the life of a slave might be endangered, it 
being cheaper for the captain to lose an Irish deck hand than one of 
his slaves. Needless to say the sharp wit of the Irish probably out- 
lawed fate in most instances. 

It was during these jolly days of river transportation that Ala- 
bama’s most famed “dead town” was one of the progressive settle- 
ments of this North Central section of Alabama. No less than 122 
lots were sold when William Wyatt Bibb, first territorial governor, 
had the site surveyed for the seat of the first state house. Money 
received from the sale of the lots was used to build the capitol. This 
was in 1819. 

In Owen’s History of Alabama we find a curious notice record- 
ing the propitious event as follows. “The governor having been di- 
rected by the territorial Legislature to contract for building of a 
house of their accommodation at the town of Cahaba, will be pre- 
pared to receive proposals at that place, from the third to the fourth 
Monday of May, for furnishing materials, and erecting a brick house 
of the following description: The buiiding to be two stories, 58 feet 
long and 40 feet wide, each story to be 12 feet clear. The interior to 
be divided above and below stairs by a passage 14 feet wide, on 
one side of which shall be one room the whole width of the house 
and on the other two rooms. Two chimnies and eight windows are 
to be provided for each end. Twelve windows to be on each front; 
each window to have 24 lights, 8 by 10. The outer walls to be com- 
menced two feet below the surface of the earth and to be two bricks 
and a half thick to the first floof which must be three feet above the 











William Wyatt Bibb, only Governor of Alabama Territory - First 
Governor of State of Alabama. He chose Cahawba. 
Courtesy of W. H. Brantley, Jr., “Three Capitols.” 





surface of the earth. And from thence two brick. The inner walis 
dividing the apartments to be plastered and whitewashed. The 
shingles to be of cypress or heart pine. Door and stairs and the like 
to be included in the contract. 

“A sufficient obligation will be required of the contractor to 
construct the house of good materials and in a proper manner and 
to complete it on or before the first Monday in June, 1820.” 

(Signed): William Wyatt Bibb. 

The STATE HOUSE naturally was the city’s crowning interest. 
The town itself was planned after Philadelphia, the latter being a 
grit iron system laid out by William Penn. Like Philadelphia it had 
Walnut, Oak, Mulberry, Chestnut, Ash, Feach and Pine Streets run- 
ning north and south. 

From December 14, 1819, when Alabama donned the robes of 
statehood and Cahaba became the capital city, it flourished. The 
capitol was soon completed, being a square structure two stories 
high surmounted by a copper:clad dome. On both sides of the broad 
hall on the first floor were located the executive and state offices. 
The second floor, composed of two huge rooms, was occupied by the 
senate and House. Today a monument marks its site. 

It would seem that this river city was literally born with a gold- 
en spoon in its mouth for, needless to say, wide spread construction 
followed the completion of the capitol. Residenices, warehouses, 
churches, taverns. stores were built. By 1820 two newspapers, The 
Cahaba Press and The Alabama State Intelligencer, recorded the 
news of the capital city. In June, 1824, a bank was set up. 

Education was not neglected. The Cahaba Female Seminary 
soon became widely known throughout the South and to it came 
from far and near her daughters to acquire the graces which aristo- 
cratic Cahaba offered. Here also the first blue lodge of Masons was 
formed. 

John W. DuBose in his “Life of William L. Yancey,” says, “In 
all America, in town or country no people sat down to more boun- 
teous dinners, served by better servants or on richer mahogany, no 
people wore more fashionable clothes, rode better groomed horses 
wrote a purer vernacular, or spoke with gentler voices than the 
people of Cahaba.” 

Naturally the city had many guests - - lawyers, legislators, 
wealthy planters, travelers - - waiting for the boat. To accomodate 
their need three hostelries were built. These were elegant in com- 
parison with the log-taverns that had been familiar to this frontier. 
Bell Tavern, a rambling two-story frame building, white with green 
blinds, was one of the favorites. It was the center of eating, drink- 
ing and sport by day and night. Exciting political debates were scor- 
ed and lost therein. Night games were devoted to billiards and cards, 
poker apparently having an especial attraction with stakes reskless- 
ly climbing to thousands and valuable slaves frequently changing 
masters to satisfy “debts of honor.” 

“The Dallas,” the principal hostelry around 1856-1857, later 
remodeled and known as “Aicardie’s Hotel,” was famed far and wide 
for its delectable cooking, elegant salon, and fine bar, for its equip- 
ment of fine horses and layout of up-to-date carriages. 
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From Mrs. Annie Gayle Frye’s “Memo 
By Permission and Courte 


Iz April, 1825, the streets for this now deserted city were gay 
with LaFayette’s visit. Escorted from Georgia into Alabama via the 
east bank of the Chattahoochee, Chilly McIntosh, a Georgia Indian 
chief and 50 Indian braves, “naked and finely painted,” lent color 
to the ocgasion. He was ferried across the river as he sat in a sulky 
that had been provided for the event. The cortege was met by Gov. 
Israel Pickens of Alabama and members of his staff and amid festiv- 
ity Montgomery was reached from whence all took boats to Cahaba. 

When the whistle blew at King’s Landing the ‘river was lined 
with the scores of peopie in their Sunday best who came to see the 
great general. Amid bands and flying colors he was escorted through 
an arch stretched across Capital Avenue. People cheered, be!ls rang, 
cannons boomed as the venerable Frenchman proceeded. On Vine 
Street another arch had been erected. That night he was honor guest 
at a ball. 

Today many Dallas matrons show with pride heirlooms dating 
back to that ball, and some mention with pride that their. grand- 
mothers “danced with LaFayette.” It is also said LaFayette led the 
grand march but being lame did not dance. Be that as it may it is 
en honor to say that one’s grandmother attended the ball that night. 
Records note that $15,715.15 was spent to entertain the general, be- 
sides which amount $1,350, was an extra expense covering transpor- 
tation. | 

Thousands more must have been privately spent for the lute 
string silks, the gowns héavy with gold and silver embroidery, or 
those gay with ruffles to the ‘waist, as well as for the accessories such 
as the slippers of soft satin with pearl and silver buckles—many of 
which are cherished treasures today. 

Unfortunately, despite “The Notice,” the state house had been 
poorly constructed. Its roof leaked badly. The freshets caused water 
to stand about it. Finally, in 1826, we find the seat of government 
of Alabama being moved to Tuscaloosa. -The abandoned capitol was 
given to Dallas County to be used as a courthouse. It was repaired, 
but no sooner accomplished than the severe floods of that era came, 
and on March 26, 1833, it collapsed with a mighty crash. 

Despite these setbacks, Cahaba flourished. Its population soon 
totaled 5,000. The crowning tribute to her commercial importance, 
her wealth and influence, was the railroad which in 1839 was built, 
connecting Cahaba with the adjacent county seat of Marion. She con- 
tinued a trim little town, with well-kept streets and busy business 
houses nearly all of brick construction. More than 50 artesian wells 
to furnish her needs. 

Then came the war. Business was checked, building and im- 
provement ceased. At the end of the war, Cahaba lost the county 
seat to Selma. Its death knell was sung. The families who had made 
it a seat of civilization famed throughout the South, gradually left, 
until today it is deserted with only a few of the many fine brick and 
frame dwellings left standing. It is said that many of the older houses 
of Selma were built from brick and other materials salvaged from 
Cahaba. One contractor, records attest, supplied an order of 1,000, 


000 brick from here in recent years. | 
Of the masonry structures the five columns of what was once 
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the pretentious Crocheron. mansion stand like sentinels on a site 
close to the river, chosen without doubt for its beautiful view. It is 
recorded that most of its lower floor in its heyday was designed that 
it could be thrown into one large room by means of folding doors. 
Lavish were the entertainments held there. After the war it became 
more famous by an exchange of prisoners between Gen. Forrest and 
the Yankee general, Canby. 

A river dwelling now obscure that also was mustered for war 
service was the Babccck House which housed about 3,000 Union 
soldiers in and about its precincts. 

The only brick mansion left intact is the Kirkpatrick home. 
Cahaba must have felt pride in its possession in the antebellum days. 
Built in the fifties, on what seems to have been the edge of the 
settlement, its grandeur is significant. It is a pretentious house even 
in its abandonment, with its porticos on several sides. its generally 
good mass, and its high ceilings. The interior plaster, cornices and 
ceilings are especially striking and of a type that only wealth could 
produce. 

The remaining houses are frame and less than 10 in number of 
all the dwellings that once met the needs of the 5,000 people in 
Cahaba. Naturally they are in varying degrees of preservation and 
mostly occupied by Negroes. They are of one and two-story type, 
excently proportioned, with cornices, plasters, mouldings and panels 
showing that refinement of taste which went hand in hand with the 
culture and good taste of their period. 

The Gail House, Grace Evans House, are a few representative 
types. Today only about 10 of the 50 wells are spouting water, even 
that number seeming too many for the existing population. It is re- 
levant that their spoutheads show refinement of shape consistent 
with the era they served. 

John T. Morgan and Edmund Pettus were lawyers in Cahaba, 
and later distinguished generals in the War Between the States. 
William R. King, of King’s Landing, became a vice president of the 
United States. The rather extensive cemetery offers many familiar 
names that sand out significantly in Alabama. 


This Article published in the Birmingham News-Age-Herald, Sunday 
August 5, 1934. Reprint by permission - courtesy of Mr. Vincent 
Townsend, Editor. 
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Confederate Stamp on envelope postmarked, Cahawba, Alabama. 
Courtesy of Art Lewis Modest Museum, Selma, Alabama. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,,. 
December 22, 1823. 


(reniiemen of the House of Representatives, 


T herewith return to the House of Representatives, in which it originated, the joint resolu- 
tions, entitled “Resolutioas proposing Gen. Andrew Jackson as a suitable candidate for Pre- 
sident of the United States,” which had, on the 17th instant, beets presented for the Executive 
approbation. 


I regret that, according to my own ideas of the legislative duties of the General Assembly 
of the State, I cannot unite in this official and authoritative mode, not merely of rendering a 
just tribute of respect te our eminent fellow-citizen who is the subject of the Resolutions; but of 
proposing any individual as a candidate for the office of national Chief Magistrate—by an 
ordinary and formal act of legislation,—sanctioned by the Executive approbation, and enti- 
‘tled to a place among our statute laws. 


As an expression of the lively sentiments of gratitude tu so distinguished a benefactor, and 
of the high estimation of his exalted merits so justly entertained by ‘ourselves and our constit- 
uents, no language would have been too strong for my official and cordial assent. Indeed our 
language is wanting in richness to furnish adequate terms of commendation of the military 
services of our hero. 


His signal gallantry has not merely given him a rank among the conquerors of modern times; 
but bis uniform and eminent usefulness in the protection of our southern frontier has enlisted 
his name among the saviours of ourcountry, And to none is the recollection of his important 


services more dear than to the peor’= <i « 
To have made such an expre _ vuld have been regarded 
as a debt, and would have had the’sa. - ., ~ aal preceuc.. vo justify it. Indeed it would 


have been no ground of objection, to have proceeded in a less formal and official manner, to the 
full extent of the resolutions; this also would have had the sanction of precedent, and would 
have furnished equal testimony of the public sentiment of our fellow-citizens in regard to this 
question, of so much present and future interest to the nation. 


It is because I believe it is not fairly within the legitimate sphere of legislation, and so far 
as my own knowledge extends without any previous example, and would be introductory of 
unnecessary, if not mischievous matters into our legislative deliberations, that lam tadecee not 
to add my signature to the joint resolations. 


I can also add with the most perfect sincerity, that there is no other individual among the 
distinguished sages whose names have been in contemplation for the high office in question, in 
whose > favor I would more reluctantly withhold my signature. 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 


Courtesy of Doy L. McCall 
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ilage in daylight, fair weather, per mile, $1 
night or inclement, - - 2 


“  yain or snow, - - 3 00 

sonal attendance in daylight, per hour, 2 00 
x in night, per hour, 3 00 
pnsultation fee, - - - - 10 00 
5 “ to attending Physician, 5 00 

sing at night, from 10 P. M. ’till daylight, 5 00 
it in Town, and medicine, first visit, 3 00 
ee subsequent visits, each, 2 00 
inical prescriptions, - SO Ets 2 00 
eding, - - - - - 1.00 
fracting teeth, - - - - 1 00 
ping, - - - - - 2 00 
Beotomy, - - - - 2 00 
nemce, each, - - - - 2 00 
listers, from 50- cents to - - 1 00 
bstetrical cases, (natural labour,) - 20 00 





ESTABLISHED RATES OF 


| PHYSICIAN §° 


CAHAWBA, JANUARY 1, 1837. 


CHARGES. 


100 
20 


Artificial and instrumental, from 30 to 
Delivery of retained Placenta, (manual) 
(Visits and attendance charged as above.) 
Amputations, from $10 to - - 50) 
Reducing Luxations, from $5 to —- 50 
Setting simple fractures, from §10 to 20 
Introducing Bougie or Catheter, (Ist time, 5 
ti “ « (subsequent) 3 
Prescriptions in chronic cases, with written 
advice, from $5 to - - 
Prescription in shop, from $1 to - 5 
For examination of slaves in relation to 
general health, = - - - 
Prescriptions for slaves on plantations, from 
50. cents to - - = I 


10 


Cure of Syphyllis, fram §20 to - 40 
« Acute Urithritis, - - 10 
‘co Chronten ‘ - - - 20 


BENJ. R. HOGAN, 
Pp. H. EARLE, 

JOHN A ENGLISII, 
E. W. HAMILTON. 


Courtesy of Art Lewis Modest Museum, Selma, Alabama 
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00 


00 
00 


00 


00 
00 
00 
00 


or the purpose of establishing an uniformity of professional fees, we have adopted the above rates. 
P. WALTER HERBERT, 


FIRST 


ANNVAL BBPORT 


OF THE 


Aigbama BWtble Soctetyp, 


PRESENTED DECEMBER 16, 1824. 


WITH AN 


APPBWDIX, 


CONTAINING THE 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS—-LETTER FROM THE 


REV. MR. RANALDSON, &e, 





PRINTED FOR THE SOCIETY, BY ATHERTON T. PENNIMAN, JUN’Ba 


At the Alabama State Gaseite Office; 


1824, 


Courtesy of Doy L. McCall. 
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TO THE FRIENDS OF THE BIBLE 
THROUGHOUT THE STHGE | 
CAHAWBA: 


PRINTED BY WILLIAM Be ALLEN & CO: 
1823. 


Courtesy of Doy L. McCall. 
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A RECEIPT from EAGLE FAVERN in Cahawba, May 14, 1825. 
Courtesy of Art Lewis Modest Museum; Selma, Alabama. 
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Courtesy of Art Lewis Modest Museum, Selma, Alabama 
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Courtesy of Art Lewis Modest Museum, Selma, Alabamia 
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Leiter, from William Rufus King, in Washington, to Israel Pickens, 
Cahawba, February 22, 1825, concerning Lafayettes visit. 
Courtesy of Doy L. McCall 
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Kirkpatrick Home - Cahawba - built 1857, by “Shoestring” Barker 


Burned in 1935. 
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Old Cahawba - Tuscaloosa stage station, near Marion, Alabama: 
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po. Cahawba, August 1 1825 
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Map by Fenner of London, England, published in 1828. 
Note Cahawba and Ft. Mitchell (now Montgomery). 
Courtesy of Art Lewis Modest Museum, Selma, Alabama 








eee Comptroller's Offices Cahawba, December 25th, 1823; 
SIR; 
"In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives 
directing the Gomptroller of Public Accounts to lay before that body 
‘a statement of the annual expenditures of the Government, and the 
amoutt of revenue received into the Treasury for each year, comi- 
inencing with the Territorial Government and including the present 
year,” T have the honor to submit the following statement, and beg 
Igave to refer to the books of my office for the items of receipts and 
disbursements for each year :— 
Am’t. cash received into Treasury from thie commencement of the 
Territorial Government to 30th Nov. 1819, -. $40804 6t 
Am’t. ditto from 30th Nov. 1819, to 13th Nov. 1820, 49910 26? 
Am’t. ditto from 13th Nov. 1820, to 16th Nov. 1821, 34126 78 
Am’t. ditto from 16th Nov. 1821, to 26th Nov. 1822, 69397 612 
Am’t. ditto from 26th Nov. 1822, to 2tth Nov. 1823, 74706 394 


—_——. 





Making an aggregate up to the 26th Nov. last of $268945 66 
Am’t. cash drawn from Treasury from com- 
mencement of Territorial Government to 


30th Noy. 1819, - ~. = 96636 97} 
Am’t. ditto from 30th Nov 1819, to 13th 

Nov. 1820, - - sv. 1 85049791 O72 
Am’t. ditto from 13th Nev. 1820, to 16th 

Nov. 1821, - s - 67423 04 
Am’t. ditto from 16th Nov. 1821, to 26th 

Nov. 1822, - “ - - 47223 18 
Am’t. ditto from 26th Nov. ats to 26th 

Nov. 1823, .- e - - 55643 203 


Making an aggregate up to 26th Nov last, of 246647 6 7% 
Which being deducted from the above sum of $268945 
663, left a balance in the Treasury (as stated in my 


__last annual report) of - - - - - $22297 99 
The monies which have been received into the Treasu- 
ry from 26th Nov. last to this date, amount to. - 31572 774 


Which added to the above balance make an aggregate of $53870 76} 
From which sum, if we deduct the monies which have 

been drawn from the Treasury since 26th Nov. last, 

-@mounting to ae) ee - < = a wow OOLAT ILS 





There will be a balance in the Treasury at this date of $47026 582 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
your Gbedient servant, 
SAMUEL PICKENS, 
Hon. Samusp W. Otrver, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Courtesy of Doy L. McCall. 
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St. Luke’s Church, Cahawba, Alabama. 
From Mrs. Annie Gayle Frye’s “Memories of Old Cahawba.” 
By Permission and Courtesy of T: G. and Darrington Gayle. 





St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, moved from Cahawba to Martin Sta- 
tion, Alabama. 
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